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SUBJECT: NOTE OF PROTEST FROM YUGOSLAVIA'S MISSION RE- 
GARDING GRANT OF BAIL TO CROAT TERRORISTS 

REF: USUN 2192 

1 . AMBASSADOR BELOVSKI, ON INSTRUCTIONS, CALLED ON ASST. 

SECRETARY VEST JULY 9 CONCERNING THE GRANTING OF BAIL TO 
THE CROAT TERRORISTS. HE REFERRED TO THE BRIEF DISCUSSION 
OF THE BAIL QUESTION IN A PREVIOUS CONVERSATION WITH VEST, 

SAID HE WAS TOLD TO PROTEST THE GRANTING OF BAIL AND RE- 
AFFIRMED THE CONCERN OF THE YUGOSLAV AUTHORITIES. HE 
EMPHASIZED (1) THE FACT THAT DIFFERENT CRITERIA HAD BEEN 
USED AND A DIFFERENT ATTITUDE SHOWN IN THE CASE OF THE TWA 
HIJACKERS; AND (2) THAT THE GRANTING OF BAIL MAY INFLUENCE 
COURT PROCEDURES AND ENCOURAGE TERRORISTS AND THE "CIRCLES" 

THAT STAND BEHIND THEM. HE SAID THIS OF COURSE WAS NOT 
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THE US INTENTION. HE INDICATED SOME UNHAPPINESS THAT THE 
YUGOSLAV MISSION TO UN HAD "IMMEDIATELY RUSHED" TO GIVE 
YUGOSLAV PRESS REPS THE NEWS OF ITS DEMARCHE TO USUN WITH- 
OUT ANY POSSIBILITY OF EXPLAINING US COURT PROCEDURES. HE 
REQUESTED THE REVERSAL OF THE COURT DECISION ON BAIL BUT 
ACKNOWLEDGED LACK OF INFORMATION AS TO THE COMPETENCE OF 
EXECUTIVE AUTHORITIES IN SUCH A MATTER. 
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2. VEST SAID BELOVSKI WAS WELL AWARE OF THE DIVISION OF 
POWERS BETWEEN THE COURTS AND THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. HE 
BELIEVED THAT THE EXECUTIVE CANNOT INTERFERE IN THE MATTER 
OF BAIL TO REVERSE THE COURT DECISION BUT UNDERTOOK TO 
LOOK INTO THE CIRCUMSTANCES. HE STRESSED THAT COURT PRO- 
CEDURES WERE QUITE NORMAL EVEN IF OUTCOMES ARE VARIABLE. 
HE COULD ASSERT THAT GRANTING OF BAIL, WHICH IS A VERY 
NORMAL PART OF THE COURT SYSTEM. DOES NOT INFLUENCE COURT 
PRECEDURES AND THE KIND OF SENTENCE PRONOUNCED. 

3. BELOVSKI EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE USG AND DEPARTMENT 
DEMONSTRATE ACTIVE INTEREST IN DEALING WITH TERRORISTS. 

AND VEST FIRMLY ASSURED HIM WE HAD DONE SO AND WOULD DO 
SO. BELOVSKI REPEATED HIS TWO MAJOR POINTS (DIFFERENCE 

IN CRITERIA AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF TERRORISTS). VEST SAID 
WE ARE CONCERNED WITH ALL ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEM AND 
WILL DO OUR BEST TO ENSURE THAT OUR ATTITUDE IS REFLECTED 
IN OUR ACTIONS. UPON LEAVING, BELOVSKI EXPRESSED SOME 
ANXIETY THAT THERE SHOULD HAVE BEEN THREE OCCASIONS FOR 
PROTEST DURING THE PAST WEEK. VANCE 
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